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service delivery
typical case
COST IS1406 Practitioner Survey on 
Intervention with Language Impairment
results of Portugal















private practice and schools
speech and language therapist
terapeuta da fala
female
< 40 years old
< 17 years of practice





30-45 minutes per session
no maximum number of sessions
mainstream school 
no additional specialist provision 






tablet or laptop assisted
direct individual intervention
theoretical underpinning
few and inconclusive answers
at school and private clinic
funded by family and government 
social security, health and education
Results of Portugal (75 responses) from a practitioner survey completed by professionals who have responsibility for managing
children with Language Impairment (or what is coming to be known as Developmental Language Disorders); data were collected online
(through a Survey Monkey link) from the 1st of June until the 31st of September, 2017. This survey has been designed by members of the
COST Action IS1406 Enhancing children's oral language skills across Europe and beyond: a collaboration focusing
on interventions for children with difficulties learning their first language to enable to paint a picture of how people
understand the needs of children with Language Impairment and how those needs are being met across Europe. The survey focused on
the practitioners and where they work, service delivery, theoretical underpinning of intervention and the cultural context in which
interventions are delivered. Data from over thirty countries in Europe is available in studies developed under the COST Action








descriptor/”diagnostic” theory of impairment
social and cultural context




participation in intervention sessions
work on intervention goals at home
help in setting the goals
awareness of the goals
provider of service
1 Escola Superior de Saúde – Instituto Politécnico de Setúbal (ESS/IPS) 2 Centro de Linguística da Universidade de Lisboa (CLUL)
3 CLUNL/FCSH - Universidade NOVA de Lisboa 4 Centro de Investigação em Estudos da Criança – Universidade do Minho (CIEC-UMinho)
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